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Welcome Letter to Educators 
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Dear Educators,

Welcome to the 2026–2027 school  year!  We’re excited to have you jo in
Miami EcoAdventures,  an engaging program del ivered through Miami-Dade
Parks,  Recreat ion and Open Spaces.  We look forward to support ing you and
your students with meaningful ,  hands-on learning experiences that
encourage curiosity,  connection,  and stewardship of South F lor ida’s natural
world .

This year,  we invite you and your students to explore seven exceptional
dest inat ions:  A.D.  Barnes Park Nature Center,  Arch Creek Park (Preserve
and Museum),  Bi l l  Sadowski  Park and Nature Center,  Castel low Hammock
Preserve and Nature Center,  Crandon Park,  Deering Estate,  and Greynolds
Park .  Each locat ion offers a unique sett ing for discovery,  featur ing diverse
ecosystems,  local  wi ld l i fe ,  and r ich environmental  learning opportunit ies .

Expect a blend of guided explorat ion,  age-appropriate act iv it ies ,  and
interact ive,  curr iculum-al igned experiences that help students bui ld
understanding and appreciat ion for the environment around them. Whether
your students are invest igat ing habitats ,  observing nat ive species,  or
learning about conservat ion,  every program is designed to make learning
memorable,  and to inspire students to care for the world they l ive in .

We encourage you to reserve your program early for the 2026–2027
school  year to secure your preferred dates.  Our team is ready to help you
plan an experience that best supports your classroom goals and student
needs.

Here’s to a great year of explorat ion,  learning,  and eco-discovery!



Castellow Hammock Park and Nature Center 
“Roots and Wings: A Journey Through Native Plants”
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Things with Wings:  

Ready to explore the amazing
world of f l ight? This f ie ld tr ip
lets students get up close with
al l  sorts of birds and insects,
discovering their  unique tr icks
and adaptat ions that help them
soar through the sky.

Recommended grade levels :  K -
8  Grade (F)  (O)t h

Fieldtrip (F) and Outreach (O) offered September – May only. 

Dig into horticulture and history at Castel low Hammock, where tropical  trees and fluttering birds
create a vibrant l iving classroom. Discover sustainable farming practices and explore how early
settlers coexisted with this beautiful  landscape. 



Castellow Hammock Park and Nature Center 

Fieldtrip (F) and Outreach (O) offered September – May only. 
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Green Careers:  

What i f  your dream job could help
save the planet? This tr ip
introduces students to awesome
"green" careers and gives them a
taste of what i t 's  l ike to work in
f ie lds l ike conservat ion,
sustainabi l i ty ,  and more.

Recommended grade levels :  K -
12  Grade (F)  (O)t h



FIELDTRIP PROGRAM 

Bring your class or scout troop to the nature center and learn through our many hands-on educational  ta lks .
A f ie ld tr ip typical ly consists of a minimum 1 .5-hour program at the nature center,  dur ing which students
take part in the environmental  topics of your choice.  We can provide extended day’s programming catered
to your specif ic needs,  so contact us to learn more.

$8.75 per chi ld part ic ipant for 1  land-based program 
$12.00 per chi ld part ic ipant for 2 land-based programs
$15.00 per chi ld part ic ipant for 1  land-based + 1  water-based program 
$15.00 per chi ld part ic ipant for 1  water-based program 

Teachers are free.  Any adults beyond these rat ios wi l l  be required to pay the $15.00 fee.  

For land-based programs,  we al low one (1)  free adult  chaperone for every ten (10) students .  For water-
based programs,  a rat io of one (1)  free adult  chaperone for every s ix (6) students is  required.

Time:  10:00AM – 3:00PM (Extended programming t ime or later t ime request wi l l  
be at an addit ional  fee.  Contact the business off ice for detai ls  at  (305) 242-7688.  

Our programs can accommodate a minimum of 20 and a maximum of 100 part ic ipants per day.  I f  your
group does not meet one of these requirements,  p lease consult  with our staff  as a lternat ive opt ions may be
avai lable .

Fee’s
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OUTREACH PROGRAM

An outreach program travels to you!  We come to your
locat ion with your program of choice or a general
information booth.  We general ly service Miami-Dade
County region.  Pr ices may vary based on distance and
needs.

Fee:   $275 for the f irst  c lass of 30 students .  $6 per
student for each addit ional  program requested (class
size no more than 30 students) .  Fees may vary based
on distance and needs.  P lease contact the business
off ice for detai ls  at  (305) 242-7688.

Time:  10:00AM – 3:00PM – Variable depending on
needs.  

Fee’s
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Fieldtrip Q&A’s
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How can we make a reservat ion?
To make a reservat ion,  p lease contact Angel ina Hel lr iegel  (305) 242-7688 or
Angel ina .Hel lr iegel@miamidade.gov for reservat ions.  We recommend booking at
least four weeks in advance to secure your preferred date and t ime.  When you
contact us,  p lease have at least two dates that work for you and your group.  

How is payment made?
A 50% non-refundable deposit  is  due within 10 business days of you receiving the
invoice.  This deposit  is  appl ied to your balance.  Payment can be made via cash,
credit  card,  check (No personal  checks) ,  or purchase order .  Ful l  payment is  required
BEFORE your program can commence the morning of .  F inal  payment based on your
f inal  head count which must be provided 5 business days before your program date.
A non-refundable 2.21% transaction fee appl ied to a l l  credit  card payments .  

What is  the cancel lat ion pol icy?
Miami EcoAdventures requires 5 business days advanced not ice of any changes to
booking or cancel lat ions .  Any cancel lat ion received within 5 business days of the
program wi l l  forfeit  the deposit  fee.  No-shows wi l l  be charged 100% of tr ip total .
F ie ld Tr ip s ites may cancel  programs and act iv it ies when weather or other
circumstances beyond our control  make it  necessary.  Every attempt wi l l  be made to
reschedule your f ie ld tr ip date.   Groups that arr ive at the program site with fewer
people than or iginal ly booked and did not provide an adjustment pr ior to the
program date within the required t ime frame wi l l  not receive a refund for the
students not in attendance.  Al l  cancel lat ions must be made in writ ing and sent via
emai l  to EcoAdventures@miamidade.gov.

Where is  the park located?
Castel low Hammock Park and Nature Center:  22301 SW 162  Ave. ,  Miami ,  FL .  33170n d

mailto:EcoAdventures@miamidade.gov


What is  the durat ion of a f ie ldtr ip? 
Programs are scheduled in a 1 .5-hour to 3-hour block between 10:00 AM and 1 :00
PM. However,  these t imes are f lexib le ,  and groups are welcome to stay the day
unt i l  4 :00 PM after their  program has concluded.

Is  transportat ion provided?
Transportat ion is  not included,  so please arrange your own transportat ion to the
nature center .

Can we eat lunch at the nature center?
Yes,  designated outdoor picnic areas are avai lable for lunch.  P lease let  us know if
you plan to have lunch on s ite .  Lunches should be packed in sturdy boxes or
coolers .  I t  is  the responsibi l i ty of the f ie ldtr ip chaperones to unload and load
lunches before and after your vis it .  We do not offer carts or dol ly ’s  to move the
lunches.  P lease plan to clean up after your group.

Is  there a bathroom avai lable?
Yes,  a l l  our locat ions have restroom faci l i t ies .  P lease remind students to use them
before we begin our act iv it ies .

What should students wear?
We recommend comfortable clothing,  c losed-toe shoes,  and hats for sun
protect ion.  Dress for the weather!

What should we br ing?
Please br ing ref i l lable water bott les,  snacks,  sunscreen,  and any necessary
personal  i tems.  We do not recommend students br ing cel l  phones or e lectronics 
that could be damaged by the elements or natural  areas.  

Fieldtrip Q&A’s

3 0 5 - 2 4 2 - 7 6 8 8  |  E c o A d v e n t u r e s @ M i a m i D a d e . g o v



What if  i t  ra ins?
We monitor weather condit ions closely .  In  case of rain ,  some act iv it ies may be
moved indoors or rescheduled.  We’ l l  keep you updated!

Are there any age restr ict ions for act iv it ies?
Most act iv it ies are suitable for a l l  ages,  but some may have specif ic
recommendations.  Check the act iv ity descript ions for detai ls .

Are there any safety guidel ines we should fol low?
Yes,  we provide a safety br ief ing at the start  of the tr ip .  We ask that educators
and chaperones attended the vis it  ensure students fol low al l  guidel ines for their
safety.  Groups that do not fo l low safety ru les wi l l  be asked to leave with no
option for a refund.

Loud noises keep animals in h id ing and reduce your chances of seeing them.
Therefore,  be k ind to the animals and plants at the park .  Harassing wi ld l i fe is
against the law and can harm the animals .  Feeding the animals encourages them
to be dependent on humans,  which leads to increased chances of humans being
bitten by that animal .  P lants require their  leaves to make food and their  f lowers
to produce seeds so please do not pick the leaves,  f lowers,  or bark of the plants .
P lease make sure this information is  re layed to a l l  part ic ipants and tr ip
supervisors .

Can you accommodate people with special  needs?
Yes,  we str ive to make our programs accessible for a l l .  P lease inform us in
advance of any specif ic accommodations required,  and we wi l l  do our best to
assist .

How can we provide feedback after our vis it?
We welcome your feedback!  After your tr ip ,  p lease f i l l  out the survey provided
or contact us direct ly with your thoughts .

Fieldtrip Q&A’s
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